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invention of scripts, paper and the art of printing, ship's stern-
post rudder and marine-compass, gunpowder, Indian numerals
and the methods of calculation, and many others. Many areas
of the world would recognize in such a list their own contribution—
which was carried forward, enriched and brought to fruition in
some other parts at another time. The experience of industrial
growth in Japan, and in more recent years in India and China,
should indicate that the idea of industrialization as an exclusive
possession of the peoples of European origin is based on an arrogant
ignorance of history rather than on facts.
IV.   perspectives for the pre-industrial countries
While looking back over the broad sweep of industrial growth
over the last century, it is indeed tempting to peer into the years to
come. In any such crystal-gazing, the dominating theme is bound
to be the spread of the machine age and industrial growth to the
countries which have so far remained almost wholly untouched
by it. The increasing attention being devoted to the problem of
narrowing international disparities in incomes and levels of living
is evidence of the growing importance of the problem.
If, in a map of the world, the oceans are removed and the con-
tinental land masses huddled together, the resulting conglomeration
of countries looks like an inverted flower-bud, with Great Britain
forming the stem, France, Germany and central Europe the heart,
Canada, the United States, Australia and New Zealand one calyx,
and the Scandinavian countries, eastern Europe, the U.S.S.R.
and Japan the other; and the large continents of Asia,
Africa and Latin America lie together like the closed petals
of this flower-bud. After thousands of years of cold and dreary
winter, the arrival of spring-time of mankind—a century of the
machine age—has just barely seen the invigorating sap pass through
the stem, heart and calyx of the bud. The dominant process in the
century to come will no doubt be its full blossoming.
A number of factors will have great relevance in determining the
time, and the extent of the growth of industrialization in these
continents. Foremost among them will no doubt be natural re-
sources—not in any static form as something given once and for
all, but as a dynamic function of man's ever-growing technological

